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Should tuition be free in community colleges?
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the United States, community colleges hold up to 45% of the total students enrolled in higher education (Campaign for free college tuition Para 2). However limited studies have been conducted on the price sensitivity of the community college attendance. Understanding the decision to enroll in post-secondary education has been an exciting topic for decades especially for the policymakers and the economists. 
In the recent past community colleges have received attention by the policymakers following the proposal by the former President Barack Obama where the proposal entailed offering of free tuition in community colleges (The U.S department of education Para 3). This paper seeks to address the debate that has been going on regarding the offering of free tuition to the community colleges.
The community colleges are different from the four-year universities found across the United States.  Community colleges are open to anyone who holds is a high school diploma or anyone with GED credentials, unlike the university that enrolls certain students. According to the previous studies, it is evident that in the community colleges a large proportion of the students are from lower educational attainment such as the low income and minority groups also the community college students have shown to be the first generation in their families to join colleges. Understanding community colleges play a critical role in the understanding of the gap between educational attainment and level of income. 
The economic theory predicts that lowering the cost of college will increase enrollment. According to previous studies, it is evident that $ 1000 decrease in college price resulted in an increase of 2% in the student enrollment. Therefore, it is evident that the cost of college price plays a critical role in determining the number of student enrollment. This paper seeks to present the evidence for the argument for the need of offering free tuition in community colleges. I argue that there is a need for the provision of free tuition in community colleges
Cases For Free Education in Community Colleges
The first argument for the need of free colleges is that it will allow the students to attain their degrees without having to drop due to lack of fees (Campaign for free college tuition Para 5). Every student who enrolls in college has an ambition of completing the studies and securing g a job; unfortunately, some students are forced to defer their studies if they do not pay for their tuition fee. Therefore, the free tuition fee will allow s students to gain access to education.  Studies show that in every college, two in every four graduates take a loan to fund their education accounting for more than 40% of the students who take debts to pay for their colleges. This proportion shows that a high percentage of students do not have an adequate fund to finance their education. In this sense, it is argued that offering of free education will allow a high percentage of students in the United States to access college education without having to be tied to the burden of taking a debt. In the year 2015, a group of senators and congress representative called for an action to offer free education in the United States. In a survey carried out in America, 96% of the respondents believe that bit is essential to have a college degree which on the contrary 78% of the respondents claim that it is costly to attain the college degree due to the high tuition fees imposed on them. It is estimated that the total debt for obtaining a degree is close to $30,000 which is substantially high for a college graduate without a job. Therefore, there is a need for the government to find ways of making college education affordable without imposing a high burden on the graduates. It is evident that the provision of free colleges serves to increase student enrollment. This gives a platform for all the students to access education without barriers (Page and Scott-Clayton, 21).
The other argument for the need of free college is that free colleges will serve not only to benefit the students but the community as a whole. This is evident through GI Bill who is the most significant contributor to the funding higher education who returned $7 for every $1 that he invested.  Studies show that the net public gain for supporting public higher education is between $75,000 and $200,000 for every student (Page and Scott-Clayton, 29). These are high social benefits associated with the offering of free colleges that the community benefits from it. The impact of having a high proportion of educated community members is that it leads to improved standards of living which in turn reduce the poverty levels in the society. According to previous studies, it is evident that a community with a high proportion of educated elites has prospered and developed than the nations with a low portion of informed citizens. Therefore, providing a platform for education for the citizens plays a critical in improving the status of their community as a whole. Hence advocating for free tuition community colleges is efficient in increasing the proportion of the educated U.S citizens who will contribute to the general development of the community. 
The other argument for the need of free college is that free college allows students to devote more time to their studies rather than spending time working for part-time jobs (Edsource Para 4).  Increased time allocation for studies by the students leads to improved performance. Studies show that 60% of college students are engaged in part-time jobs across the United States. The burden of meeting the job requirement as and the college studies requirement is overwhelming for most students and often leads to the low performance of students.  Provision of free college is anticipated to lower the number of students who seek a part-time job as the burden of paying for school fees will be eliminated, and therefore, the student will have to concentrate on the meeting the need of living expense (U.S Congress joint economic committee Para 2). The provision of free college will be a relief to most of the students who are currently enrolled in community colleges. 
Counterarguments
On the contrary, studies have shown that tuition-free community colleges have recorded lower results than the paid colleges (Harris et al., Para 7). This is a clear indication that student in community colleges are reluctant and put less effort into their studies because they do not feel the burden of paying school fees. This is a negative impact on the education status, and that may hinder the provision of free tuition education in community colleges. The individual efforts of the student in studies can be boosted by placing targets and offering incentives for excellent performance.  The argument above should not hinder the provision of free tuition colleges since the benefit of the provision of free tuition college outweighs the negative impacts. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, free tuition community colleges are essential for success and global economic prosperity. Free tuition colleges play a critical role in increasing the enrollment of student to attain college degrees which boosts the education standards for the country. Also, free colleges act to offer an equal opportunity especially for the less privileged in the society to gain access to education beyond the high school level. Therefore, there is need to support the efforts that are geared towards the provision of free tuition in community colleges.
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